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About SDPI

SDPI was founded in August 1992 on the recommendation of the Pakistan National Conservation
Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21. The NCS placed Pakistan’s socio-economic
development within the context of a national environmental plan. This highly acclaimed document,
approved by the Federal Cabinet in March 1992, outlined the need for an independent non-profit
organization to serve as a source of expertise for policy analysis and development, policy intervention,
and policy and program advisory services. SDPI is registered under the Societies Registration Act,
XXI of 1860.

Mission
To catalyse the transition towards sustainable development, defined as the enhancement of peace,
social justice and well-being, within and across generations.

Vision
To be a center of excellence on sustainable development policy research, capacity development and
advocacy in Pakistan.

About Newsletter

To keep abreast of emerging issues at the national/international and local
level, the SDPI brings out a Bi-Monthly E-Newsletter on

“Pakistan’s Energy Transition”

It carries reference information’s to the news items/comments/Op-Eds
appearing in leading National/International daily newspapers.

Newspapers Covered:

. Dawn . The News . The Express Tribune
° The Nation ° Business Recorder ° Daily Times

. Pakistan Observer | ® Pakistan Today . Urdu Point

o China Daily




Editor Note:

Clean energy transition is the only answer and solution to secure the sustainable future of
Pakistan. There is a dire need to address the use of clean energy timely as it is not only the
safest, reliable, and efficient means of energy production but will also harness the abundant
indigenous energy resource available in Pakistan. Pakistan’s recent policies and initiatives
have strongly advocated the need for Pakistan to transition towards clean energy
resources. With ARE policy aiming to achieve 30% power through hydro and 30% share
of renewables in the energy mix, Electric Vehicles (EVs) policy targeting to achieve 30%
share of EVs by 2030, Paris Agreement goals, and the recent moratorium of coal by Prime
Minister in Climate Summit, Pakistan is taking a leap towards a green energy future.

However, the development of clean energy transition in Pakistan cannot be achieved
without political leadership and need of research-based scientific evidence to help
transform the conventional policy making process in Pakistan.

In this regard, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) runs a “Clean Energy
Transition Program”, under which “Network for Clean Energy Transition in Pakistan:
Research and Advocacy”, along with the “Renewable Energy Parliamentary Caucus”
have been launched and established to mobilise policies into implementation with clear
goals and targets. Our work is focused on (but not limited to) building momentum by
exploring the missing gaps and links for achieving Sustainable Development Goal 7
(SDG7) through a holistic approach, especially to explore ways for post-COVID green
economic recovery; aligning the wider sustainability agenda with SDG7, sectoral policy
reforms, renewable energy investment streams, green financing, private sector
engagements, and other windows of opportunities for achieving the goal of clean energy
transition in Pakistan.

Subjects Covered

Energy and power

Renewable energy

Sustainability

Energy investment, innovation, automation
Oil and gas sector

Transport

Industry

CEPC Energy projects

Energy finance and economics

SDPIs Events, visits, publications
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Harpo Hydropower fast-tracked for G-B

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-10

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of the High-Level Committee on the Harpo Hydropower Project (HPP) was convened today
at the Ministry of Water Resources under the chairmanship of Federal Minister for Water Resources Mian Muhammad
Mueen Wattoo. The Minister highlighted the strategic and developmental significance of the Harpo Hydropower
Project for Gilgit-Baltistan and emphasised the need for its swift and e..... more >>

387 illegal gas connections severed

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-05-05

LAHORE: Continuing what it called its rigorous crackdown against gas theft, Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL) has cut 387 illegal connections across Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Islamabad. The company has
also imposed fines amounting to Rs4.2 million on gas pilferers. In Lahore, the regional team disconnected 124
connections due to illegal gas usage and two more for compressor usage, i..... more >>

Crackdown on electricity thieves

Source: Press Release, The News, International , 2025-05-06

Islamabad: As part of the ongoing crackdown on electricity theft, lesco has carried out effective operations across
the region, imposing fines on electricity thieves and leading to dozens of police cases being registered, says a press
release. Under the directives of IESCO Chief Executive Muhammad Naeem Jan, lesco’s operational teams are
conducting surprise meter inspections in various areas..... more >>

DC fast charging network; BYD Pakistan enters partnership with HGL

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-03

KARACHI: BYD Pakistan - Mega Motor Company (BYD|MMC) has partnered with HUBCO Green (Private) Limited
(HGL) to launch the country’s largest DC fast-charging network for new energy vehicles (NEVs). This nation-wide
rollout of infrastructure marks one of the most significant developments in the country’s shift towards electric mobility
by addressing a critical gap in Pakistan’..... more >>

Textile industry demands cheaper power

Source: Mubarak Zeb Khan, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-13

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Textile Exporters Association (PTEA) has urged the government to rectify anomalies in
the industrial electricity tariff, which will penalise large industries investing in high-voltage infrastructure. The demand
came from the association when the country’s textile exports have slowed down in the past few months owing to
structural changes and the h..... more >>

Petrol, diesel prices cut by Rs2 per litre each

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2025-05-01

ISLAMABAD: The federal government has reduced the prices of petrol and high-speed diesel (HSD) by Rs2 per litre
each for the upcoming fortnight, according to a natification issued on Tuesday, amid subdued trends in international
oil markets. The revised rates, based on recommendations from the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) and
relevant ministries, will come into effect from May 1, 2025...... more >>

Page 4 of 26 Vol. 4, No. 09, Issue: 1-15 May 2025 2024


https://tribune.com.pk/story/2545015/harpo-hydropower-fast-tracked-for-g-b-1
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=392774&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1308311-387-illegal-gas-connections-severed
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=392075&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1308695-crackdown-on-electricity-thieves
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=392170&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2025/05/03/8-page/1048167-news.html
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=391880&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.dawn.com/news/1910681/textile-industry-demands-cheaper-power
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=393120&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1307079-petrol-diesel-prices-cut-by-rs2-per-litre-each
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=391512&db_name=lib_news_2025

E-Newsletter

Pesco unveils plan to overcome summer power challenges

Source: Bureau Report, The News, International , 2025-05-01

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric Supply Company (Pesco) Chairman Himayatullah Khan, on Wednesday,
presented a comprehensive three-month action plan to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Secretary Shahab Ali Shah to
address key electricity challenges in the province. According to a press release, he was accompanied by Pesco CEO
Akhtar Hamid Khan and other senior officials. The chairman outlined strategic co..... more >>

OGRA cuts LPG prices for May 2025

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-01

ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) has announced a reduction in Liquified Petroleum Gas
(LPG) prices, effective May 1, 2025, offering relief to consumers ahead of the summer season. According to an
official notification, the price determination of LPG is in line with the federal government's policy guidelines. The
revised prices reflect a decrease in both producer and ..... more >>

Chashma-1 operates continuously for 400 days

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-01

ISLAMABAD: Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit-1 (C-1) has achieved the milestone of continuous operation for
400 days for the first time in the history of Pakistan. Previously, Chashma Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) Unit-2 (C-2)
and C-4 set the record for continuous operation at 365 days. This was announced by the Pakistan Atomic Energy
Commission (PAEC) in a news release issued on Wednesday. PAEC is ..... more >>

PM Shehbaz targets end to power cuts with free market reforms and tariff reductions

Source: Radio Pakistan, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-01

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has announced plans to establish a free market for electricity generation in Pakistan
in the near future, aiming further reduction the tariffs and to enhance competition and improve efficiency in the power
sector. "The establishment of a competitive electricity market will not only enable power to be supplied on a fair and
efficient basis, but it will also play ..... more >>

Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit-1 makes continuous operation record

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-01

ISLAMABAD: Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit-1 (C-1) has achieved the milestone of continuous operation for
400 days for the first time in the history of Pakistan. Earlier, Chashma Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) Unit-2 (C-2) and
C-4 had made the record continuous run for 365 days. Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) is currently
operating six nuclear power plants in the country, providing..... more >>

KE’s ‘Farq Parta Hai’ campaign wins Grand Prix

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-01

KARACHI: K-Electric (KE) has been awarded top honours at the Effie Awards Pakistan 2025, securing the prestigious
Grand Prix for Campaign of the Year along with a Gold Effie in the Small Budget category for its energy conservation
campaign ‘Farq Parta Hai’. The campaign successfully enabled more than 510,000 customers to pay their bills on
time. The campaign also helped conve..... more >>

PM orders power reforms to slash costs, save Rs4.743tr

Source: Israr Khan & Khalid Mustafa, The News, International , 2025-05-02

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday approved the revised 10-year Integrated Generation
Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEP) 2024—-2034 and directed its swift implementation, aiming to save Rs4.743 trillion
through sweeping reforms in the country’s power sector. The plan, aimed at reducing electricity costs and ensuring
long-term sustainability, is projected to save the nati..... more >>
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Govt scraps costly power projects

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-02

ISLAMABAD: The government on Thursday announced the exclusion of about 7,960 megawatts of proposed power
projects and the rescheduling of 7,000MW of previously committed plants from the revised 10-year Integrated
Generation Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEP) 2025-34, projecting total savings of Rs4.743 trillion ($17 billion) over
their operational lifespan. Based on a review of existing project pi..... more >>

PSO stays strong in tough market

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-02

In 9MFY25, Pakistan State Oil (PSX: PSO demonstrated resilience amid a challenging economic and industrial
landscape. The company’s earnings increased by 14 percent year-on-year increase, despite industry-wide volume
declines due to cost management, a drop in finance costs, and improved liquidity. PSO’s net sales dropped 13
percent year-on-year in 9MFY25 primarily driven by lower ..... more >>

National gas network at risk as line pack pressure hits 5bcf again

Source: Khalid Mustafa, The News, International , 2025-05-03

ISLAMABAD: The authorities of the Petroleum Division have alarmingly reduced the local gas intake by 264mmcfd,
putting the existing gas fields at risk of losing the required natural pressure when they are made functional again.
The authorities have scaled down the local gas intake in the system to manage the gas line pack pressure which has
surged again to 5.12 billion cubic feet (bcf) from 4.6 b..... more >>

Competitive electricity market

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-03

The prime minister's plan to introduce a competitive electricity market may seem like a win-win at first glance, but
even a cursory look at countries where such systems are already in place reveals that the answer is more nuanced.
While a perfectly competitive electricity market would indeed be in the best interest of consumers, producers and
distributors, the fact is that perfect competition..... more >>

Coal-fired plant in Gwadar planned; CPPCL cites ‘snags’ and ‘challenges’

Source: Mushtag Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-03

ISLAMABAD: Chinese firm M/s CIHC Pak Power Company Limited (CPPCL), which plans to establish a 300 MW
coal-fired power plant in Gwadar, has raised serious concerns over several critical challenges — including the
approval of insufficient costs, exchange rate losses, and difficulties in converting foreign currency. In a letter
addressed to Shah Jahan Mirza, Managing Director of the Priva..... more >>

Negotiated agreement with AGL; DG Audit (Power) seeks complete record

Source: Mushtag Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-03

ISLAMABAD: The Director General Audit (Power) has sought complete record of negotiated agreement between
Attock Gen Limited (AGL) and Government of Pakistan, well informed sources told Business Recorder. Attock Gen
Limited and Central Power Purchasing Agency -Guaranteed (CPPA-G) have signed a Negotiated Agreement after
negotiations with the Task Force on Energy which was also approved by the ..... more >>

Petroleum deregulation: dealers seek more time for input

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-03

KARACHI: Requesting deference of deregulation of petroleum products during the 8th meeting of the Standing
Committee on Energy (Petroleum Division), the Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (PPDA) on Friday requested
more time to submit formal recommendations. The Committee, chaired by Syed Mustafa Mehmood, MNA, accepted
the request made by PPDA’s Senior Vice Chairman Malik Khuda Baks..... more >>
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‘Nepra is delaying MLR on cold storage tariff decision’

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-04

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) is reportedly sitting on a Motion for Leave
for Review (MLR) on its decision regarding tariff for Cold Storages filed by a citizen of Karachi as the decision of
Nepra Appellate Tribunal has also put the Regulator in a difficult position in which the latter has been directed to
rehear the case. Arif Bilwani had filed his MLR o..... more >>

Looking forward to lower oil prices

Source: Syed Rashid Husain, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-05

For more than five years now, Saudi Arabia — the world’s largest oil exporter and the Organisation of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries Plus (Opec+) kingpin — has been striving to balance the global oil demand and supply by
controlling output. Riyadh has been at the forefront of this effort and has been shouldering the major weight of the
Opec+ output cut mechanism. In recent ..... more >>

Electricity market under CTBCM;Power Div invites comments from stakeholders

Source: Mushtaqg Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-05

ISLAMABAD: The Power Division has invited comments from stakeholders on the country’s electricity market under
the Competitive Trading Bilateral Contract Market (CTBCM) of National Electricity Plan (NEP) meant to commence
with an initial allocation of 800-MW electricity for five years, subject to revision based on market response. In a
communication to stakeholders, the Power Division c..... more >>

LNG import; Petroleum Div proposes reconstitution of body

Source: Mushtaqg Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-05

ISLAMABAD: Petroleum Division has proposed reconstitution of Committee on import of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)
after failing to evolve consensus amongst the stakeholders during the last seven years starting from 2018, well
informed sources told Business Recorder. Last week, Petroleum Division informed the Council of Common Interests
(CCl) that although the Committee constituted by the CCI h..... more >>

Grid must transform immediately

Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-05

One reform the Prime Minister is particularly optimistic about is the reduction in power prices. Yes, there has been
some decline — though not as much as the government claims — in April’s electricity bills. But the issue isn’t just
energy pricing, which has temporarily gone down; the real challenge lies in sustaining consumption on the national
grid. The question is w..... more >>

CTBCM reform

Source: Ramsha Panhwar, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-06

FOR decades, Pakistan’s power sector has operated as a rigid, state-run monopoly — like a railway network where
the state owns the trains and tracks and sets routes and fares. Under this centralised model, the Central Power
Purchasing Authority (CPPA) acts as the sole buyer, procuring electricity from generation companies (Gencos) and
independent power producers (IPPs) and channels it ..... more >>

ECC extends Rs50bn guarantee for LNG imports

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-06

ISLAMABAD: The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet approved a one-year extension of the
Rs50 billion guarantee for LNG imports and the release of Rs38.5 billion for the federal cost of 27,000 tube wells in
Balochistan on Monday. The ECC meeting, presided over by Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb, also approved
Rs3.119bn for nine supplementary grants to various minis..... more >>
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Looking forward to lower oil prices

Source: Syed Rashid Husain, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-05

For more than five years now, Saudi Arabia — the world’s largest oil exporter and the Organisation of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries Plus (Opec+) kingpin — has been striving to balance the global oil demand and supply by
controlling output. Riyadh has been at the forefront of this effort and has been shouldering the major weight of the
Opec+ output cut mechanism. In recent ..... more >>

Power dues adjustment via NFC

Source: Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-06

ISLAMABAD: The federal government on Monday reviewed the possibility of adjusting provincial reconciled
outstanding electricity bills' dues against their shares under the National Finance Commission award, after limiting
power sector losses to Rs221 billion, down by 40%. The Power Division shared the performance of the power
distribution companies with the Economic Coordination Committee (EC..... more >>

Repayments via power bills; DC fans to replace AC ones thru govt initiative

Source: Mushtaqg Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-06

ISLAMABAD: The government is poised to launch a nationwide initiative to replace alternating current (AC) fans with
more energy-efficient direct current (DC) fans. This programme will be funded by commercial banks, with repayment
to be made in small installments through electricity bills. Dr. Fakhray Alam Irfan, Secretary of Power, disclosed this
information during a meeting of the National A..... more >>

April’s fuel surge

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-06

Petroleum sales experienced a notable surge in April 2025, marking a 13-month high for the oil marketing sector.
Total volumetric sales reached 1.46 million tons during the month, representing a 32 percent year-on-year increase
and a 20 percent rise compared to March 2025. This sharp recovery can be attributed to a combination of factors
including a low base from the previous year, seasonal uptick..... more >>

Call to halt outsourcing of Discos

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-05-07

LAHORE: Under the banner of the All Pakistan Wapda Hydro Electric Workers Union (CBA), electricity workers
observed 'Demands Day' nationwide and held a major rally at Bakhtiar Labour Hall, here. They urged the Prime
Minister to halt the proposed privatisation of profitable Discos (lesco, Gepco, Fesco), highlighting that Wapda supplies
electricity at Rs5.50 per unit versus Rs50 by IPPs. Wo..... more >>

Gas outages in times of abundance questioned

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-07

ISLAMABAD: A Senate panel on Tuesday expressed concern over gas loadshedding in many areas despite excess
supplies. The meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Petroleum, presided over Senator Umar Farooq, was
also told that Sindh was now the largest producer and consumer province in the country — producing about 1,609
million cubic feet per day (mmcfd) of gas and consuming about 1,115m..... more >>

Major relief in sight as Nepra mulls power tariff cut

Source: Israr Khan, The News, International , 2025-05-08

SLAMABAD: Consumers could see a reduction in electricity base tariffs in fiscal year 2025-26, as the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) considers a proposal from the Central Power Purchasing Agency Guarantee
Limited (CPPA-G), which projects a drop in the power purchase price (PPP) to as low as Rs24.75 per unit in FY26 -
- down from the current Rs27 per unit. The PPP is a key comp..... more >>
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No big cut in base power tariff likely for FY26

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

ISLAMABAD: Against high hopes, the government has sought revision in the base electricity tariff for next fiscal year,
proposing only 30 paise to a maximum of Rs2.25 per unit reduction in consumer rates under seven different
scenarios. Only in one unlikely case of normal circumstances and stable exchange rate at Rs280, the average base
tariff would reduce by Rs2.25 per unit in fiscal year 2025-..... more >>

Oil industry assures govt of support amid tensions

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

ISLAMABAD The oil industry has assured the government that it will provide oil supply during this critical period of
tension with India. Oil industry officials said that the country has diesel stocks for 35 days, petrol 25 days and furnace
oil 152 days. They said that Pakistan had sufficient stocks of jet fuel to meet demand of Pakistan air force to counter
offensive launched by India. Oil com..... more >>

Relief for power consumers on the cards

Source: Fawad Yousafzai, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

ISLAMABAD - Country’s power consumers are likely to get some relief as Central power Purchasing Agency (CPPA-
G) has proposed a reduction of Re0.78 to Rs2.25 per unit in main components of the base tariff of electricity for the
fiscal year 2025-26. Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA) has submitted petition projecting a reduction of
Re0.78 to Rs2.25 per unit in power purchase price for t..... more >>

FY2025-26; CPPA-G projects Re0.30-Rs2.25 cut in PPP

Source: Mushtaqg Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

ISLAMABAD: The Central Power Purchasing Agency-Guaranteed (CPPA-G) has projected reduction in Power
Purchase Price (PPP) in the range of Re 0.30 per unit to Rs 2.25 per unit during fiscal year 2025-26. According to
CPPA-G, the report, which has been submitted to Nepra outlines seven scenarios developed through sensitivity
analysis of key assumption parameters, specifically demand, hydrology, ..... more >>

Government needs to simplify power tariffs

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

The way power tariffs are determined in Pakistan is not fundamentally different from that of other regional countries.
While there may be subtle variations in how electricity is sold, purchased, and generated, the overall pricing structure
follows similar principles. That said; Pakistan’s tariff-setting process includes additional layers of complexity, where
electricity is used not just..... more >>

Wafi Energy rebounds strongly

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

Wafi Energy Pakistan Limited (formerly Shell Pakistan) has reported a strong financial turnaround in 1QCY 25, posting
a net profit of Rs873 million, which is an increase of 178 percent year-on-year. This performance comes amid a
transitional period following the acquisition by Wafi Energy Holding and within a broader context of macroeconomic
volatility and sector-wide regulatory challenges affectin..... more >>

A market in name only

Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

The Power Division’s latest invitation for stakeholder comments on the long-touted Competitive Trading Bilateral
Contract Market (CTBCM) would be laughable, were the state of Pakistan’s power sector not so dire. For years, the
same reforms have been announced, reannounced, and endlessly recycled through public consultations and draft
directives. Now, yet again, the country is being tol..... more >>
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Energy generation; Leading coal trader says imports are crucial

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-08

ISLAMABAD: A leading coal importer has cautioned that local coal reserves are limited in quantity and quality, making
imports crucial for maintaining efficient production and energy generation. Talking to Business Recorder on
Wednesday, Syed Mustafa Ahmed, Director at Awan Trading Co (Pvt) Ltd (ATCL), one of Pakistan’s leading coal
importers, mentioned that they have played a crucial ro..... more >>

New gas reserves discovered in Sindh

Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-09

A significant gas discovery at the Soho-1 exploratory well in the Sujawal Block, Sindh, has been announced by Mari
Energies Limited (MPCL), formerly known as Mari Petroleum. As the sole operator with 100% working interest in the
block, Mari Energies confirmed the well yielded 30.01 million standard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD) of gas at a
choke size of 64/64” with a wellhead pressure of 1,48..... more >>

Govt unlikely to achieve Petroleum Levy collection target of Rs1281b

Source: Fawad Yousafzai, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-09

ISLAMABAD - It is unlikely that the federal government will achieve the Petroleum Levy collection target of Rs1281
billion set for the ongoing fiscal year, despite a steep increase of 30 percent in Petroleum Levy on petrol and high
speed diesel during the past less than two months. The federal government has collected Petroleum Levy of
Rs833.847 hillion during the first nine months (July to Mar..... more >>

PIP-ELC strengthens capacity building in Pakistan’s energy sector

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-09

ISLAMABAD - The Executive Learning Centre (ELC) of the Petroleum Institute of Pakistan (PIP) continues to serve
as a vital platform for advancing professional development in the country’s oil and gas industry. Since its
establishment in 2012, the centre has delivered over 25,000 man-hours of training, providing high-impact capacity-
building programs in both technical and non-technical domai..... more >>

QTA & MTA; Nepra cuts tariffs for Discos and KE

Source: Mushtag Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-10

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) on Friday announced a reduction in
electricity tariffs for both Distribution Companies (Discos) and K-Electric under its quarterly and monthly adjustment
mechanisms. For the third quarter of FY 2024-25, Nepra approved a tariff reduction of Rs 1.55 per unit under the
Quarterly Tariff Adjustment (QTA) mechanism for all Discos a..... more >>

Harpo Hydropower Project: minister discusses reasons for delay

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-10

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Water Resources, Mian Muhammad Mueen Wattoo on Friday held a meeting on the Harpo
Hydropower Project (HPP) and discussed reasons for its delay. The Harpo Hydropower Project is a 34.5 megawatt
(MW), run-of-river power generation facility located in the Harpo Lungma area near Skardu. Utilizing the water flow
from the Harpo Nullah — a tributary of the Indus River—i..... more >>

Power sector: Base tariff relief likely

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-09

The Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA) has set the ground for the power base tariff adjustment for FY26,
submitting the Power Purchase Price (PPP) projection in consultation with multiple agencies including the Power
Division. The CPPA’s PPP projection envisions seven different scenarios, with varying assumptions for demand,
rupee dollar parity, fuel prices, and hydrology. The PPP deviat..... more >>
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Reform or rhetoric?

Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-09

That it took this long to inject merit and transparency into Pakistan’s power sector is itself an indictment of decades
of mismanagement. Still, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's approval of the revised Indicative Generation Capacity
Expansion Plan (IGCEP 2025-35) is a welcome departure from the rent-seeking, politically motivated decision-
making that has long defined electricity p..... more >>

Consumers to get relief in power bills for summer months

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-10

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) on Friday notified a reduction of Rs1.55 per
unit in electricity tariffs across the country for a period of three months, from May to July 2025, under a quarterly
adjustment mechanism. This cut comes in addition to a 29-paisa per unit fuel cost adjustment for ex-Wapda
distribution companies (Discos) and a Rs3.64 per unit reductio..... more >>

Petroleum sector issues in focus

Source: Zafar Bhutta, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-10

ISLAMABAD: The new Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik is poised to resolve numerous issues in the oil and gas
sector that have stalled the growth of indigenous oil and gas exploration activities. These issues have remained
unresolved due to bureaucratic style of the former Petroleum Minister Musadik Malik, who's appointment had been
opposed by the local oil and gas industry. Rather thanr..... more >>

Nepra member flags power sector inefficiencies

Source: Kalbe Ali, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-11

ISLAMABAD: A member of the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) has raised serious concerns
about inefficiencies in the power system and called for urgent action to address transmission bottlenecks. In his
additional note on quarterly adjustments for the period May to July 2025 applicable across all consumer categories,
excluding lifeline and prepaid consumers, Nepra Member (techn..... more >>

Consumers pay Rs69b for idle plants

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-11

ISLAMABAD: The inefficiencies in the country's electricity transmission system have burdened consumers with
capacity payments of Rs69 billion in the quarterly tariff adjustment (QTA) for ex-Wapda distribution companies
(DISCOs) for the third quarter of financial year 2024-25. Three power plants had been operating at lower capacity
during the period under review, but they received Rs69 billio..... more >>

Inefficiencies hiking capacity charges highlighted

Source: Mushtag Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-11

ISLAMABAD: National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) Member (Technical) Rafique Ahmad Shaikh has
highlighted inefficiencies in the country’s transmission system, which resulted in the payment of Rs 69 billion in
capacity charges to three coal-fired power plants despite extremely low utilisation and less relief in tariff for March
2025 under monthly FCA mechanism. Shaikh made ..... more >>

Devolving DISCOS

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-12

Islamabad's recent decision to hand over control of power distribution companies (Discos) to the provinces could
prove to be highly beneficial for the federal government, provinces and citizens alike, but it is more likely to worsen
problems related to the power sector. This is because moving control to the provinces will help ensure more localised
management, which would be more invested in ..... more >>
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Power transformer destroyed by firing Four booked for destroying equipment in clash

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-13

DIJKOT: A power transformer has been destroyed due to firing and stone pelting during a clash between two groups
in Mureedwala. An official stated in a complaint submitted to Mureedwala police that Asim, Ahsan, Ghulam Sabir and
Bashir, residents of Chak 200GB, had clashed with Zahid Allah Ditta, a resident of 202GB. During the fight, the
groups resorted to firing and throwing bricks. The firing..... more >>

Feb FCA; Nepra indicates Rs3.64 relief

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-13

KARACHI: The National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) has issued its decision regarding KE’s petition
of provisional monthly Fuel Charges Adjustment (FCA) requested for February 2025, indicating a relief of Rs 3.64
per kWh. This will be passed on to customers in their May 2025 bills. According to KE, Nepra has provisionally
retained an amount of PKR 3 billion in respect of a..... more >>

Power tariffs: Summer relief extends

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-13

The summer season of massive relief continues for electricity consumers, as another Rs1.55/unit cut in lieu of
Quarterly Tariff Adjustment (QTA) has been notified by the regulator. The QTA for 3QFY25 will be in field for May,
June and July 2025.The QTA for May and June will be in addition to the 2QFY25 QTA amounting to Rs1.9/unit — that
is already in place till June 2025. The combined r..... more >>

A solar remedy

Source: Rubia Mujtaba, The News, International , 2025-05-14

Pakistan stands at a critical juncture in its energy landscape. With a burgeoning population, increasing energy
demands and a chronic energy crisis, the need for a sustainable, affordable and reliable energy source has never
been more pressing. Solar energy, with its vast potential, presents an opportunity for Pakistan to address its energy
problem and rise into a new era of sustainable developme..... more >>

Petrol prices expected to come down soon; relief for KE subscribers likely

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD: With up to 14 per cent reduction in regasified liquefied natural gas (RLNG) prices notified for the current
month, the electricity rates for Karachi and petroleum prices across the country are expected to come down in coming
days. With a reduction of Rs3 to Rs7 per litre in major oil products estimated for the next fortnight, the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority (Ogra) on Tuesday not..... more >>

DISCOs fail to slash losses

Source: Zafar Bhutta, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's economic managers have expressed serious concerns over the newly appointed boards of
power distribution companies (DISCOs), which have failed to meet loss reduction targets. The Economic
Coordination Committee (ECC), in a recent meeting, voiced grave concern that the targets assigned to DISCOs
regarding reduction in transmission and distribution (T&D) losses had not..... more >>

Govt slashes RLNG prices by up to 13.64 percent for May

Source: Fawad Yousafzai, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD - The federal government Tuesday slashed the prices of re-liquefied natural gas (RLNG) by 13.64
percent or $1.7161 per million British thermal units (mmBtu) for the consumers of both the Sui companies for the
month of May. The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA), in accordance with the policy guidelines of the federal
government, has determined the Re-gasified Liquefied Natural Gas (..... more >>
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Citizens may bear brunt of extra costs on fuel prices

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD: For a third time in two months, the government is considering imposing additional costs — this time at
the rate of Rs4.12 per litre — on the prices of petroleum products, a move that may deprive consumers of potential
relief in prices due to be announced for the next fortnight today (Thursday). This has been proposed by the petroleum
division to the Economic Coordination ..... more >>

Dasu hydro project to cost a whopping Rs1.74tr

Source: Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD: The government on Wednesday conditionally approved the construction of the Dasu hydropower
project at a 240% higher cost of Rs1.74 trillion and also decided to build a new border crossing post at Wagah with
India. The Executive Committee of the National Economic Council (ECNEC), which took the decisions also approved
the construction of 30 anti-smuggling posts along River Indus and in..... more >>

Hike in prices of petrol, diesel likely

Source: Mushtaqg Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD: The government is expected to approve an increase of over Rs 4 per litre in the price of petrol (MS)
and diesel, aiming to generate Rs 35 billion. The funds will support oil refineries, address sales tax challenges, and
raise the profit margins of Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs). According to official documents, petroleum products—
including petrol, diesel, kerosene, and light..... more >>

Meeting scheduled for 15-16th; PD to brief IMF on CDMP, subsidy and carbon levy law

Source: Mushtaqg Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD: The Power Division is all set to brief the International Monetary Fund (IMF) virtually on circular debt
development, annual rebasing outlook, power sector subsidy size and composition and carbon levy legislation on
May 15-16, 2025. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's government has made a series of new commitments to the IMF
focused on reforming Pakistan’s energy sector — ..... more >>

Qil: Tariff retreat propels price

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

Having dipped to multiyear high, international crude oil price is seemingly on its way to regain the lost ground, as US-
led geopolitical initiatives continue to drive the market. Brent crude has gained 7 percent in last four trading sessions,
and experts opine the bulls may just be warming up, as news on the economic front from Asia and unexpectedly low
production by Opec members despite productio..... more >>

Off-the-grid levy on gas-based CPPs; Govt moves copy of proposed bill in Senate

Source: Sardar Sikander Shaheen, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD: The government, Wednesday, moved a copy of the - Off the Grid (Captive Power Plants) Levy Bill
2025 - a money bill that provides for imposing an off the grid levy on natural gas based captive power plants. Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar, in his additional official capacity as Leader of the House in Senate, moved a copy of the
bill on the maiden day of the Senate’s 350th sess..... more >>

Seven new exploration blocks: OGDCL secures provisional award

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD: Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL), the country’s leading exploration and
production company, has been provisionally awarded seven new exploration blocks through a competitive bidding
round held by the Government of Pakistan in April 2025. The Ministry of Energy (Petroleum Division) has
communicated the provisional award of new exploration blocks to OGDCL and its..... more >>
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Renewable Energy

PAC probes mosque solar project lapses

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-13

PESHAWAR: The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Assembly Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has taken notice of Rs200
million advance payment made under the mosque solarization project in Mardan and has ordered a formal inquiry
into the matter. The committee instructed that the investigation report be submitted within one month. During the
session, concerns were also raised regarding the Peshawar Development Auth..... more >>

Punjab advances green transport with Solar-Powered E-Charging stations and E-Taxi pilot

Source: News Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-06

In a significant move towards sustainable urban transport, the Punjab government, under the leadership of Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz, has approved the installation of a solar power system for e-charging stations. During a high-
level session focused on mass transit initiatives, officials presented a detailed feasibility report on the Yellow Line
Mass Transit System and shared updates on the eco-f..... more >>

Provinces moving at a snail’s pace in distribution of China-donated agri machinery

Source: Fawad Yousafzai, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-12

ISLAMABAD - The provinces are moving at a snail’s pace in the distribution of agriculture machinery/equipment
worth Rs12 billion and installation of solar lighting units for 15000 households, donated by China to Pakistan. In the
progress review meeting of CPEC, Federal Minister for Planning Ahsan Igbal urged speedy and effective distribution
of China-donated agricultural machi..... more >>

CLIP launched to accelerate homegrown climate tech solutions

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-02

KARACHI: In the face of escalating climate threats, Renewables First and New Energy Nexus have jointly launched
Climate Innovation Pakistan (CLIP), a first-of-its-kind national platform dedicated to accelerating homegrown climate
tech solutions. Pakistan ranks high amongst the most vulnerable countries to climate change, despite contributing
less than 0.9% to global greenhouse gas emissions. ..... more >>

Solar energy and housing projects; Panel assails Sindh govt for ‘mismanagement’

Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-01

ISLAMABAD: A parliamentary panel, Wednesday, slamming Sindh government for mismanagement in solar energy
and housing projects undertaken for the 2022 flood victims has stressed the need for transparency and accountability.
The Senate Standing Committee on Economic Affairs’ meeting chaired by Senator Saifullah Abro, while reviewing
the Sindh Solar Energy Project expressed serious concern..... more >>

Solar tube-well programme faces roadblock

Source: Munawar Hasan, The News, International , 2025-05-03

LAHORE: The promise of relief from soaring energy costs through the Punjab government's ambitious solar tube-
well programme is fading for thousands of farmers across the province. What was once envisioned as a beacon of
sustainable agriculture, offering substantial subsidies for converting to solar power, is facing delays, it is learnt here
Friday. Farmers, many of whom operate on small to med..... more >>

Solar transition: from boom to balance

Source: Rehan Ali, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-05

The shift towards solar power is inevitable, but ensuring an equitable and sustainable transition is key. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif's latest announcement that there is no change in Pakistan’s solar energy policy has left many
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scratching their heads, as it comes after the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet had already
approved amendments to the solar net metering p..... more >>

Clean energy shift meets resistance

Source: Wagas Moosa, The News, International , 2025-05-12

Once seen as a beacon of hope for a sustainable future, Pakistan’s renewable energy journey now stands at a
perilous crossroads. The recent amendments proposed to the country’s net-metering policy have raised alarm among
solar industry, environmentalists, and energy experts. The proposed amendments reduce financial incentives for On-
Grid solar installation, particularly affecting resid..... more >>

4.9GW of net-metered solar capacity installed by March 2025

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-12

ISLAMABAD - As of March 2025, 4.9GW of net-metered solar capacity had been installed, a number that doesn’t
even include behind-the-meter setups, which remain untracked, said a review launched here. Pakistan Electricity
Review (PER) 2025 covers Pakistan’s power sector performance during fiscal year 2024 (FY24), capturing the trends,
decisions, and disruptions that shaped..... more >>

K-Electric seeks tariff cut by Rs5.02 per unit

Source: Our Correspondent , The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-14

K-Electric (KE) has requested the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) to reduce power tariff by
Rs5.02 per unit (kilowatt-hour — kWh) on account of fuel charges adjustment (FCA) for March 2025. According to
documents, KE has submitted a petition and sought tariff reduction by Rs5.02 per unit for its consumers. "KE has
requested a provisional negative FCA for March 2025..... more >>

Petrol prices may drop significantly for next fortnight

Source: Zaigham Naqvi, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-05-14

A significant reduction in petrol and diesel prices is expected in Pakistan over the next fortnight due to a drop in global
oil market prices and a decrease in the import premium on petrol, Express News reported on Wednesday. Sources
indicate that petrol prices could decrease by as much as Rs3.5 per litre, while high-speed diesel might drop by Rs7
per litre. These price adjustments are in line w..... more >>

Cadet College Pitaro; Minister approves Rs250m for solarization

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-14

KARACHI: Sindh Energy Development and Planning Minister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah has approved Rs 885 million
for the KWSSIP project during the Finance Committee meeting During a meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee of
the Cabinet, chaired by Syed Nasir Hussain Shah and attended by Interior, Law, and Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjhar, a detailed review was conducted of the fi..... more >>

March FCA; KE seeks Rs5.02 interim negative adjustment

Source: Mushtag Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD: K-Electric has requested a provisional negative adjustment of Rs5.02 per unit under the Fuel Cost
Adjustment (FCA) mechanism for March 2025, which would result in a refund of Rs6.792 billion to its consumers.
According to the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), KE submitted in its calculation sheet (Note-
2) that, following the determination of generation tariffs f..... more >>
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SDPI’'s Engagement

Book Launch

Book championing local govts as pillar of democracy launched

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-05-13

Islamabad: A powerful call for decentralisation and grassroots empowerment echoed at the Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) as it launched ‘Local Government: Foundation of Democratic System,” a compelling book
authored by Barrister Naseem Ahmed Bajwa. The event brought together policymakers, academics, civil society
leaders, and legal experts who unanimously emphasized tha..... more >>

Scholars, lawmakers stand for empowering local govts

Source: Bakhtawar Mian, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-05-13

ISLAMABAD: Policymakers, academics, civil society leaders, and legal experts on Monday unanimously emphasised
the importance of empowered local governments to make Pakistan’s democratic dream a reality. “Without functional
and empowered local governments, Pakistan’s democratic dream remains incomplete,” they said in their comments
on a book, “Local Government: Founda..... more >>

SDPI launches book championing local governments as pillar of democracy

Source: Staff Reporter, Pakistan Observer , 2025-05-13

ISLAMABAD, May 12 (APP): A powerful call for decentralization and grassroots empowerment echoed at the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) as it launched “Local Government: Foundation of Democratic
System”, a compelling book authored by Barrister Naseem Ahmed Bajwa. The event brought together policymakers,
academics, civil society leaders, and legal experts who unanimous..... more >>

SDPI launches book championing local governments as pillar of democracy

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-05-12

ISLAMABAD, May 12 (APP): A powerful call for decentralization and grassroots empowerment echoed at the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) as it launched “Local Government: Foundation of Democratic
System”, a compelling book authored by Barrister Naseem Ahmed Bajwa. The event brought together policymakers,
academics, civil society leaders, and legal experts who unanimous..... more >>

Voices for the Voiceless: SDPI launches book championing local governments as pillar of democracy
Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-05-12

ISLAMABAD, May 12 (SABAH): A powerful call for decentralization and grassroots empowerment echoed at the
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) as it launched “Local Government: Foundation of Democratic
System”, a compelling book authored by Barrister Naseem Ahmed Bajwa. The event brought together policymakers,
academics, civil society leaders, and legal experts who unanimous..... more >>
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Consultative Discussion

Pakistan needs EPR policy on plastics, say experts

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-07

ISLAMABAD - Experts at a National Stakeholder Consultation emphasized to initiate a path toward a robust national
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy on plastics in Pakistan.The consultation on ‘Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) Framework for Plastics’ was jointly organized by Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI) and European Union’s SWITCH-Asia Programm..... more >>

Pakistan needs EPR policy on plastics, say experts

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-05-06

ISLAMABAD, May 06 (APP): Experts at a National Stakeholder Consultation emphasized to initiate a path toward a
robust national Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy on plastics in Pakistan. The consultation on ‘Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR) Framework for Plastics’ was jointly organized by Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) and European Union’s SWI..... more >>

Pakistan needs a robust EPR policy on plastics: Experts

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-05-06

ISLAMABAD, May 06 (SABAH): Experts at a National Stakeholder Consultation emphasized to initiate a path toward
a robust national Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy on plastics in Pakistan. The consultation on
‘Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Framework for Plastics’ was jointly organized by Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) and Europea..... more >>

Pakistan needs EPR policy on plastics, say experts

Source: DNA, Daily Islamabad Post , 2025-05-06

ISLAMABAD, MAY 06 (DNA) — Experts at a National Stakeholder Consultation emphasized to initiate a path toward
a robust national Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy on plastics in Pakistan. The consultation on
‘Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Framework for Plastics’ was jointly organized by Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) and European Union'..... more >>

Pakistan Needs EPR Policy On Plastics, Say Experts

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-05-06

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 6th May, 2025) Experts at a National Stakeholder
Consultation emphasized to initiate a path toward a robust national Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy
on plastics in Pakistan. The consultation on ‘Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Framework for Plastics’ was
jointly organized by Sustainable Development Policy Institu..... more >>
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‘Pakistan needs EPR policy on plastics’

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2025-05-08

Islamabad: Prime Minister's Coordinator for Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, Romina Khurshid
Alam, has described Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) a “transformative opportunity” saying it is not a choice
between economy and environment but a strategy to align both. Ms Romina was speaking at a Consultation on “EPR
Framework for plastics” jointly orga..... more >>
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Pakistan needs EPR policy on plastics, say experts

Source: Web Desk, LEAD Pakistan , 2025-05-07

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a National Stakeholder Consultation emphasized to initiate a path toward a robust national
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policy on plastics in Pakistan. The consultation on ‘Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) Framework for Plastics’ was jointly organized by Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI) and European Union’s SWITCH-Asia Programm..... more >>

ED Activities

Pakistan scores economic, diplomatic win despite Indian resistance; IMF Tranche, RSF approval turning
point: Dr Suleri

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD, May 14 (APP): Executive Director Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Dr Abid Qaiyum
Suleri has said that the two significant developments — the International Monetary Fund (IMF) executive board’s
approval of a much-anticipated loan tranche and the successful securing of Climate Resilience and Sustainability
Facility (RSF) — despite formal resistance from In..... more >>

Pakistan scores economic, diplomatic win despite Indian resistance; IMF tranche, RSF approval turning
point: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD, May 14 (SABAH): Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI) has said that the two significant developments — the International Monetary Fund (IMF) executive board’s
approval of a much-anticipated loan tranche and the successful securing of Climate Resilience and Sustainability
Facility (RSF) — despite formal resistance fro..... more >>

Pakistan Scores Economic, Diplomatic Win Despite Indian Resistance; IMF Tranche, RSF Approval Turning
Point: Dr Suleri

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 14th May, 2025) Executive Director Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri has said that the two significant developments — the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) executive board’s approval of a much-anticipated loan tranche and the successful
securing of Climate Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF..... more >>

Pakistan scores economic, diplomatic win despite Indian resistance; IMF Tranche, RSF approval turning
point: Dr Suleri

Source: NEN, News Era Network NEN , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD (NEN,14 May 2025): Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) has said that the two significant developments — the International Monetary Fund (IMF) executive
board’s approval of a much-anticipated loan tranche and the successful securing of Climate Resilience and
Sustainability Facility (RSF) — despite formal resistance fr..... more >>

Pakistan scores economic, diplomatic win despite Indian resistance; IMF Tranche, RSF approval turning
point: Dr Suleri

Source: Bureau Report, Daily Star Plus , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD, May 14 (APP): Executive Director Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Dr Abid Qaiyum
Suleri has said that the two significant developments — the International Monetary Fund (IMF) executive board’s
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approval of a much-anticipated loan tranche and the successful securing of Climate Resilience and Sustainability
Facility (RSF) — despite formal resistance from In..... more >>
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Roundtable Discussion

‘Pakistan must reckon hidden costs of coal power also’

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-05-09

Islamabad: Muhammad Ayub, former Managing Director, National Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC),
has acknowledged coal’s role in diversifying the energy mix post-2013 but warned that the real cost of coal is far
greater than calculated. Mr Ayub was speaking at a roundtable on "Weighing the actual cost of coal power generation
in Pakistan: an E3 approach" organised here by Sus..... more >>

A roundtable on tobacco industry’s tax tactics

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-05-15

KARACHI: The tobacco industry has placed two major demands before the government ahead of the upcoming
budget: the introduction of a third tax tier with a reduced rate of Rs2,525 per 1,000 cigarette sticks, and a cut in the
current federal excise duty (FED) from Rs5,050 to Rs3,800 per 1,000 sticks, learned from multiple sources. These
demands come at a time when the industry faces increasing scru..... more >>

Pakistan considers tax relief for tobacco sector in FY26 budget

Source: Web Desk, Pakistan Revenue , 2025-05-15

The federal government is currently evaluating a proposal to extend significant tax relief to the tobacco sector in the
forthcoming federal budget for the fiscal year 2025-26. Industry representatives have reportedly submitted two key
demands: the creation of a third excise duty tier with a lower rate of Rs 2,525 per 1,000 cigarette sticks, and a
reduction in the current federal excise duty ..... more >>

Women lawmakers, civil society demand end to symbolic representation in politics

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

PESHAWAR: Women parliamentarians, civil society actors, and policy experts gathered at a high-level roundtable
titled “Raising Her Voice in Politics”, jointly hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and the
Women’s Parliamentary Caucus (WPC) comprising parliamentarians from National Assembly and Senate of Pakistan
PPP, PML-N, PTI, JUIl, and MQM-P to spotlight..... more >>

Women lawmakers, civil society demand end to symbolic representation in politics

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD - Women parliamentarians, civil society actors, and policy experts gathered at a high-level roundtable
titled “Raising Her Voice in Politics”, jointly hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and the
Women’s Parliamentary Caucus (WPC). Parliamentarians from National Assembly and Senate of Pakistan PPP,
PML-N, PTI, JUI, and MQM-P put spotlight on ..... more >>
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Women lawmakers, civil society demand end to symbolic representation in politics

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD, May 14 (SABAH): Women parliamentarians, civil society actors, and policy experts gathered at a high-
level roundtable titled “Raising Her Voice in Politics”, jointly hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute
(SDPI) and the Women’s Parliamentary Caucus (WPC) comprising parliamentarians from National Assembly and
Senate of Pakistan PPP, PML-N, PTI, JUI, and M..... more >>

SDPI, WPC Call For Reform, Accountability, Legislative Action

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 14th May, 2025) Women parliamentarians, civil society
actors and policy experts here on Wednesday gathered at a high-level roundtable titled “Raising Her Voice in Politics”,
jointly hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and the Women'’s Parliamentary Caucus (WPC)
comprising parliamentarians from National A..... more >>

SDPI, WPC call for reform, accountability, legislative action

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-05-14

ISLAMABAD, May 14 (APP): Women parliamentarians, civil society actors and policy experts here on Wednesday
gathered at a high-level roundtable titled “Raising Her Voice in Politics”, jointly hosted by the Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and the Women’s Parliamentary Caucus (WPC) comprising parliamentarians
from National Assembly and Senate of Pakistan PPP, PML-N, P..... more >>
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SDPI Articles

War is Not a Game: A Wake-Up Call for Pakistan and India

Source: Rana Irfan Rafi, LEAD Pakistan , 2025-05-02

These days, the situation between Pakistan and India is becoming more serious. Both countries have sent their
armies and modern weapons to the Line of Control (LOC). Soldiers are standing face to face, and fighter jets are
flying close to the border. On both sides, leaders and media are giving strong statements. India is giving threats to
Pakistan, and Pakistan is replying with the same energy. It..... more >>
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War is Not a Game: A Wake-Up Call for Pakistan and India

Source: Rana Irfan Rafi, The Public Purview , 2025-05-02

These days, the situation between Pakistan and India is becoming more serious. Both countries have sent their
armies and modern weapons to the Line of Control (LOC). Soldiers are standing face to face, and fighter jets are
flying close to the border. On both sides, leaders and media are giving strong statements. India is giving threats to
Pakistan, and Pakistan is replying with the same energy. It..... more >>

The winds of Thatta

Source: Dr Khalid Waleed, The News, International , 2025-05-05

Pakistan’s energy crisis is technical, economic, institutional and strategic. It is no longer enough to tweak the margins
of Pakistan’s power sector. The deepening crisis of rising tariffs, circular debt and unutilised renewable energy calls
for a fundamental rethink of the system’s architecture. The idea of sector-coupling -- connecting electricity production
with industrial us..... more >>

Our peri-urban crisis

Source: Junaid Zahid, The News, International , 2025-05-06

While Pakistan's metropolitan hubs are expanding rapidly and rural areas still get targeted development support,
peri-urban areas — those transitional zones between city and countryside — are becoming increasingly vital but
gruesomely underappreciated. Often referred to as the ‘in-between’, these areas today house millions of Pakistanis
who live with the consequences..... more >>

The Rafale Debacle and Western Media’s Partisan Narrative

Source: Abid Rasheed, The Destination , 2025-05-09

War has never been confined to the battlefield alone. In our hyperconnected age, real conflict often plays out in the
war of narratives, where perception battles reality and media outlets become weapons themselves. The recent
escalation between Pakistan and India laid this truth bare once again, revealing not just military posturing but an
alarming pattern of media manipulation. When Pakistan&rsqu..... more >>

Economy of conflict

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2025-05-11

Having ignored Pakistan’s offer for a transparent joint investigation into the tragic incident in Pahalgam and without
providing any evidence linking the country to it, India has once again imposed a war on Pakistan through its unilateral
aggression and missile attacks on civilians. As tensions between Pakistan and India intensify, the ripples ..... more
>>

Water deficit and infrastructure investment

Source: Ahad Nazir, The News, International , 2025-05-10

When New Delhi announced last week that it would “keep the Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance,” anxiety spiked
across Pakistan. Per capita water availability has already slipped below 1,100 m3 and could fall to 900 m3 by 2050,
according to the World Bank diagnostic report titled Pakistan: Getting More from Water published in 2019.
Sc..... more >>

The flawed economics of the IGCEP

Source: Dr Khalid Waleed, The News, International , 2025-05-12

One of the ten commandments for electricity planning is ‘Thou Shalt Not Expand Electricity Supply Without Industrial
Demand’. New power plants become stranded, costly monuments to poor planning without industrial demand. The
Indicative Generation Capacity Expansion Plan (IGCEP) has long been employed for Pakistan’s power sector
planning. Crafted through rigorous economic modelin..... more >>
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Money Matters Why Pakistan must act before CBAM expands

Source: Saad Ali Ahmed, The News, International , 2025-05-12

Carbon pricing systems are fast taking centre stage in trade policy as the world economy turns towards climate
responsibility. The European Union's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), a legislative tool meant to level
the cost of carbon between home EU businesses and overseas exporters, is leading this change. The CBAM is
forcing a reckoning by pricing the carbon embedded in imported g..... more >>

Ceasefire redraws strategic lines?

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2025-05-14

The May 10 ceasefire between India and Pakistan has brought considerable relief to millions across the border after
days of unprecedented aerial strikes, drone warfare and cross-border shelling. Brokered with reluctant but decisive
US intervention (supported by key regional and EU players), the truce is a diplomatic win for Islamabad — achieved
through a perfect mix of military deterrence, ..... more >>

Seminar News

PAFST launched to strengthen food security, climate resilience

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-05-01

PESHAWAR: Senior government officials, development partners, researchers, and representatives from the private
sector gathered on Wednesday for a consultation marking the inception of the Pakistan Alliance for Food Systems
Transformation (PAFST). The consultation was organized by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in
collaboration with the Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (..... more >>

SDPI hosts meeting to strengthen inclusive uplift, youth-centred policy research

Source: Our Correspondent , The News, International , 2025-05-03

Islamabad: The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), in collaboration with UNICEF, convened the
inaugural meeting of the National Advisory Group (NAG) under the banner of ‘Strengthening Inclusive Development,
Policy Advocacy and Research.” This curtain raiser seminar marked a significant step in shaping a collaborative
framework for evidence-based policy dialogue and inclusi..... more >>

SDPI hosts inaugural NAG meeting to strengthen inclusive development, youth-centered policy research
Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-05-03

ISLAMABAD, May 02 (APP): The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), in collaboration with UNICEF,
convened the inaugural meeting of the National Advisory Group (NAG) under the banner of “Strengthening Inclusive
Development, Policy Advocacy and Research.” This curtain raiser seminar marked a significant step in shaping a
collaborative framework for evidence-based policy dial..... more >>

SDPI hosts inaugural meeting of National Advisory Group to strengthen inclusive development, youth-
centered policy research

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-05-02

ISLAMABAD, May 2, (SABAH): The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), in collaboration with UNICEF,
convened the inaugural meeting of the National Advisory Group (NAG) under the banner of “Strengthening Inclusive
Development, Policy Advocacy and Research. “This curtain raiser seminar marked a significant step in shaping a
collaborative framework for evidence-based policy dialo..... more >>
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SDPI Hosts Inaugural NAG Meeting To Strengthen Inclusive Development, Youth-centered Policy Research
Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-05-02

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 2nd May, 2025) The Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), in collaboration with UNICEF, convened the inaugural meeting of the National Advisory Group (NAG)
under the banner of “Strengthening Inclusive Development, Policy Advocacy and Research.” This curtain raiser
seminar marked a significant step in shaping a collaborative..... more >>
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Call to expedite work on SEZs to foster clean energy transition

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-05-05

ISLAMABAD, May 05 (APP): Leading energy experts, policymakers, diplomats, and industry leaders have called
upon the government to expedite development work on Special Economic Zones (SEZs) to foster clean energy
transition and emphasized the urgent need for innovation, cross-sector collaboration, and regional cooperation to
ensure Pakistan’s sustainable energy future. The high-level confer..... more >>

Call to expedite work on SEZs to foster clean energy transition

Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-05-05

ISLAMABAD (05May 2025): Leading energy experts, policymakers, diplomats, and industry leaders have called upon
the government to expedite development work on Special Economic Zones (SEZs) to foster clean energy transition
and emphasized the urgent need for innovation, cross-sector collaboration, and regional cooperation to ensure
Pakistan’s sustainable energy future. The high-level conferen..... more >>

Call To Expedite Work On SEZs To Foster Clean Energy Transition

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-05-05

ISLAMABAD, (APP - Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 5th May, 2025) Leading energy experts, policymakers,
diplomats, and industry leaders have called upon the government to expedite development work on Special Economic
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Zones (SEZs) to foster clean energy transition and emphasized the urgent need for innovation, cross-sector
collaboration, and regional cooperation to ensure Pakistan’s sustaina..... more >>
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Call to expedite work on SEZs to foster clean energy transition

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2025-05-07

Dr Suleri was addressing a conference on “CPEC & beyond: how China enabled Pakistan’s energy transition”
organised here by Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI). Dr Suleri underscored various challenges,
including high electricity costs, lack of awareness among policy makers and the necessity for a coherent industrial
policy. He highlighted the significance of SEZs,..... more >>

“One for Eight Billion” intends to usher era of inclusive global peace building: Dr. Suleri

Source: APP, Associated Press of Pakistan , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD, May 15 (APP): Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Dr. Abid Qaiyum
Suleri on Thursday said without women’s leadership, the cycle of conflict continues, whereas the One for Eight Billion
is not just about a woman in the UN'’s top job rather it's about rewriting the rules of leadership for the 21st century.
The Sustainable Development Pol..... more >>

‘One for Eight Billion’ intends to usher era of inclusive global peacebuilding: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri
Source: SABAH, SABAH News , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD, May 15 (SABAH): Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) on Thursday said without women’s leadership, the cycle of conflict continues, whereas the One for
Eight Billion is not just about a woman in the UN’s top job rather it's about rewriting the rules of leadership for the
21st century. The Sustainable Development Po..... more >>

“One For Eight Billion” Intends To Usher Era Of Inclusive Global Peace Building: Dr. Suleri

Source: APP, Urdu Point Lahore , 2025-05-15

ISLAMABAD, (Urdu Point / Pakistan Point News - 15th May, 2025) Executive Director, Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI), Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri on Thursday said without women'’s leadership, the cycle of conflict
continues, whereas the One for Eight billion is not just about a woman in the UN’s top job rather it's about rewriting
the rules of leadership for the 21st century..... more >>
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